A Festival of Hope was held on September 18, 2008 at Carlucci Restaurant in Downers Grove, IL  in honor of Alexis and Evan LeBeau.   The event attracted over 350 attendees and raised over $55,000 for CRN.
Ashley Kazian, Miss United States attended the event.  Ashley is the National Spokesperson for CRN and is raising awareness for this disease around the country. 

At the event she greeted guests, signed autographs, and also took pictures with the guests.   We appreciate her volunteering her time to attend the event.  Thank

you Ashley.  You were great!
The silent auction was a huge success featuring vacation packages, sports memorabilia,   tickets for concerts and sporting events, electronics, restaurant packages, and much  more.   The auction items filled tables lining the walls of two rooms.  There was constant action on the auction items up until the final cut off.
There were also items donated that were used for raffles.  Colorful necklaces were sold for $20.00.  Each necklace had a key attached that opened one of three prizes.  

One of the night’s main events was watching all of those key holders stand in line for their chance to open the lock for the grand prize, a  42” Plasma  flat screen TV.  
Another hit was the wine table.  Each bottle had been donated, wrapped, and had a gift card attached with a value of $15.00 to $50.00.   All bottles were sold for $20.00 and we sold out quickly.
The evening’s entertainment was the premier acoustic duo in the Chicago land area, Frank and Dave.  They played outside in the patio area where some listened, some sang along, and some even danced.  
The focus of the night was brought front and center when Brett and Brittany LeBeau, Alexis and Evans parents, took center stage and shared their story.   The LeBeau’s and their story is the reason this event took place.  The Festival of Hope was a chance for all of those who know and love them and for others who have been touched by their story to come together to make a difference in the fight for a cure.   

Dana Drury- Brabeck was the Event Director.  She with the help of her team of volunteers did an amazing job planning every last detail of the event.  This was her first time planning such an event and it was definitely a great success.  A good time was had by all and most importantly over $55,000 was raised for CRN.  We are already looking forward to next year’s event!  Stay tuned for more details.

Thanks and sincere gratitude go out to all of our event sponsors for their generosity.
Platinum Sponsor - Gorton Seafoods (Larry and Pat LeBeau

Gold Sponsor - Dr. Sam Akmakjian of Long Grove Dental

Silver Sponsors – American Legion Auxillary (Post 18 – Lockport, IL)


     Eclipse Mailing Services, Inc. (Schaumburg, IL)

                             John and Jennifer Plummer
